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In the claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A system for providing a feedback signal in a 
telecommunications network, comprising: 

a plurality of bus control modules, each having a plurality of cards coupled 
thereto by a bus and operable to control the operation of the cards on the bus, and each further 
operable to receive feedback information from the cards coupled thereto and to generate a 
feedback signal based on the feedback information received; 

a lower level distribution module, at a control level hierarchically above the bus 
control modules, and coupled to the bus control modules separa tely from the bus to distribute 
control to the bus control modules and to receive the feedback signal therefrom: and 

a timin g generator, at a control level hierarchically above the lower level 
distribution module, and counted to the lower level distribu tion module, the lower level 
distribution module being counted between the timing generator and the bus control modules, 
wherein the timing generator provides control to the lower level distributi on module, and the 
lower level distribution module distributes the control to the bus control modules. 

wherein the feedback signal generated bv the bus control mod ules comprises a 
plurality of frames, and feedback information from each of the bus control modu les and lower 
level distribution module is assigned to a specified one of the frames, and 

Q l 0 i WV inyrtl-fifrtrjhnti nn mnHnln ^mipted to tho bur, control modules, w herein t he 
lower level distribution module is_operable to receive the feedback signal from the bus control 
modules, a nd-to insert feedback information for the lower level distribution module into the 
feedback signal^ and 

a timing g^^inr nrmplnH tn fh a Ifvw a r l t» v(^-ciistributioii modul e , w herein t he 
timing generator inoperable to receive the feedback signal from the distribut ion module coupled 
thereto, and to provid s- tho f e edback signal - tfra - oontrolter for r e spons e? 
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2. (Cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1, further comprising an intermediate level 
distribution module coupled to the lower level distribution module and to the timing generator, 
the intermediate level distribution module being operable to receive the feedback signa l from the 
lower level distribution module, aad-to insert feedback information for the intermediate level 
distribution module into the feedback signa l, and then to provide the fe edback signal to the 
timing generator . 

4. (currently amended) The system of Claim 3, wherein t ho foodbook signal 
comprising a plurality of frames, the intermediate level distribution module inoperable to insert 
the feedback information into a specified frame of the feedback signal. 

5. (currently amended) The system of Claim 3, further comprising an upper level 
distribution module coupled to the inteimediate level distribution module and to the timing 
generator, the upper level distribution module being operable to receive the feedback signal from 
the intermediate level distribution module.a ad to insert feedback information for the upper level 
distribution module into the feedback signa l and then to provide the feedback si gnal to the 
timing generator , 

6. (currently amended) The system of Claim 5, wherein the fe e dback signal 
eompri s ing a plurality- - of frames, the upper level distribution module is operable to insert the 
feedback information into a specified frame of the feedback signal. 

7. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1, wherei n tho feedback aignnl 
comprising a plurality of fram e s, each bus control module inoperable to insert feedback 
information for the bus control module into a specified frame of the feedback signal. 
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8. (currently amended) The system of Claim 1, wherei nt hc feedback signal 
comprising a plurality of frames, the lower level distribution module inoperable to insert the 
feedback information into a specified frame of the feedback signal. 

9. (Original) The system of Claim 1 f the feedback signal comprising an alarm signal. 
10-22 (canceled) 
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